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UCAS does: 
▪ provide information, advice, and support

▪ process applications 

▪ complete fraud and verification checks

▪ take part in education sector engagement

UCAS doesn’t:
▪ make decisions or offers

▪ set entry requirements 

▪ advise on finance

▪ advise on immigration or visas for 
individuals
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What is UCAS? 
UCAS is an independent charity providing information, advice and admissions 
services. We’re there to help people discover what their next step might be. 



Starting your research 
Register with the UCAS Hub to: 

• explore careers, subjects, places, and 
apprenticeships 

• find and favourite over 35,000 courses

• search for open days, events and virtual tours 

• turn predicted grades into UCAS Tariff points 

• speak to those in the know using Unibuddy

• speak to  career, higher education, and 
application specialists by attending Hub lives

• take the UCAS Quiz to find your career matches 

• start your application
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https://www.ucas.com/chat-to-students
https://www.ucas.com/undergraduate/what-and-where-study/ucas-hub-live
https://www.ucas.com/careers/careers-quiz


Personalised tools to help
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UCAS Quiz

Find job and career 
ideas matched to 
your personality. 

Plus a list of 
courses previous 
students studied in 
order to get there.

 

What to study next?

Broaden your 
horizons by 
exploring another 
subject area, that 
student’s who did 
your qualification 
went on to study. 



Our advice and events 
UCAS Hub lives 

Join our live 
sessions hosted by 
expert panels.

Ask questions to 
help you make an 
informed decision 
about the right path 
for you. University, 
apprenticeships or 
the world of work. 

UCAS Discovery 

Events and open days  
are presented based 
on your preferences. 

Register straight from 
the Hub for our UCAS 
Discovery ‘The Big Q&A 
Tour’, with exciting new 
zones covering all 
pathways. 
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https://www.ucas.com/undergraduate/what-and-where-study/ucas-hub-live
https://www.ucas.com/undergraduate/what-and-where-study/ucas-hub-live


UCAS Applications
How to apply
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The UCAS Application

Public 

Start your application

Complete all sections 
and submit your UCAS 
application to your 
school or college.  

Your application is 
checked by your school 
or college, adding your 
reference and UCAS 
predicted grades.

Universities and 
colleges review your 
application. 

Your school or 
college sends your 
application to UCAS. 



UCAS search displays 
courses

28 April 2026

UCAS application opens 
for 2027 entry

12 May 

First day we can receive a 
completed application

1 September

Deadline for courses in 
medicine, veterinary 
medicine/science, 
dentistry, and courses at 
Oxford or Cambridge

15 October 2026*

UCAS equal 
consideration date

13 January 2027*

UCAS Extra opens

25 February

Last date to send an 
application

30 June

Clearing opens

2 July

When to apply 2027 entry 

* 18.00 UK time 



Key facts
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Start your 
application from

 12 May 2026

Universities and 
colleges can’t see 
your other choices 

when you apply.

Apply by the equal 
consideration 

date.

Five choices, 
unless applying to 

study medicine, 
veterinary, 

medicine/science, 
dentistry – then 
it’s four choices.

You can’t apply to 
both Oxford and 

Cambridge.

Applying costs 
£34.50. 
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application profile

Public

• Personal details

• Nationality details 

• Where you live

• Contact details

• Supporting information

• Finance and funding 

• Diversity and inclusion

• More about you 
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application experiences

Public

• Education 

• Employment 

• Extra activities* 

• Personal statement 

• Reference**

*(for students with a UK home address)

**(not visible if linked to your school/college)
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The Personal
Statement

Public

.

Your chance to show your passion, curiosity, interest.

Three separate sections with question prompts.

A maximum of 4,000 characters, minimum of 350 characters per section.

The same for all your choices.

There isn’t a spelling or grammar check.

No formatting allowed.

Every personal statement is run through similarity detection software.



2027 Personal Statement Guides
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Decisions

Personal Statement 

Qualifications

Reference 

Universities and colleges will review the:

admissions test

interview

portfolio/audition

They may also ask for:
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Tracking your application

Follow your application:

• see your choices 

• keep contact information up to date

• view and reply to your offers

You’ll receive one of three decisions from 
your choices:

• unconditional offer

• conditional offer

• Unsuccessful



Replies to offers
Once you have decisions on all your choices, 
you can choose two:

• One as a ‘firm’ acceptance – your first 
choice.

• The other as an ‘insurance’ acceptance. 
This acts as a back-up if you do not get 
into your ‘firm’ choice.

Any remaining offers must be declined. 

Once all your decisions and replies have been 
made, if you are not holding an offer, you may 
be able to use Extra or Clearing to find available 
places.
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Other options

Public

Extra (25 Feb – 1 Jul)

• Used all five choices and had no offers 
find a place using Extra.

Clearing (2 Jul – 18 Oct)

•Whether you've exceeded expectations, 
changed your mind, or don’t have a place.

•Clearing is for everyone. 

•Understand the process to take control of 
your options.
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Are you supporting someone who’s exploring their options?

Whether they’re set on going to uni, or still deciding, we can help!

1. Sign up for our parent newsletter - we’ll send you 
everything you need to help them.

2. UCAS Parents' Podcast - listen to our live studio podcasts 
covering everything you need to know about education and 
careers. 

3. Parent, Guardian and Carer Guides - everything you need to 
support a young person with their options and decision-making 
and help them through the UCAS application process.

www.ucas.com/parents

Public



Thank you

Pamela Stewart
UCAS Coordinator 
pamela.mochan@renfrewshire.school
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