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Praise for Paisley school link with Glasgow School of Art
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WHERE EVERY YOUNG PERSON IS KNOWN
SHAPED BY VALUES. READY FOR LIFE.

Artist Ross Muir meets pupils at Castlehead High School, Paisley (Image: Castlehead High
School)

Sign up to the Lessons to Learn newsletter

James McEnaney gives a weekly insight into Scottish education.

By signing up, you agree to our privacy policy and terms of service.

In a Paisley school art corridor, a print of contemporary urban artist Ross
Muir’s Whistler’s Maw - black-robed but with green Adidas trainers on her
feet and Beats headphones over her ears - is tightly secured to the wall.

Hand delivered during one of his several visits, it keeps a beady eye on Get involved
Castlehead Secondary School’s creative partnership with Glasgow School of .
Art, a unique collaboration that has thrust art classes from the fringes of the with the news

curriculum to place creativity at its very heart.
P Y Y Send your news & photos

Devised as part of Paisley's UK City of Culture 2021 bid, although that effort
stumbled the link between high school and world-renowned art college,
charged ahead.
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Artist Ross Muir has given his support to the School of Creativity at Castlehead High
School (Image: Castlehead High School)

Art and design teacher Gemma Fraser, the school’s link with Glasgow School
of Art, stresses its approach is not simply art for art’s sake.

“Drawing a bowl of fruit doesn’t get young people ready for the world of
work,” she points out.

Instead, the focus is on using creative approaches to hone pupils’ life skills,
through problem solving and critical thinking exercises, to confidence-
building presentations.

Collaborative events, visits and workshops involving GSA tutors, local
businesses and artists like Muir, have opened young minds to careers they
might never have considered.

“When we started, it was rare for a pupil to say, ‘I want to do something with
art’,” says Gemma.

“Then, we had two third year classes with 20 pupils each. This year, we have
five third year classes; that’s 100 pupils.

“This is not a huge school,” she stresses, “yet there’s maybe only around 25
pupils in the whole school who are not doing a creative subject.”

Inspired by a 2013 Creative Scotland Creative Learning Plan that visualised
how creativity and creative skills could be integrated into Scottish
education, the partnership was forged during the UK City of Culture bid.

Talks between GSA representatives including its Head of Professional and
Continuing Education, Shona Paul, and Renfrewshire Council, identified
Castlehead High, with its Ferguslie Park catchment and areas of high
deprivation, as the right fit.

When the bid failed, the plan could have been dumped.
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Artist Ross Muir with pupil's artwork inspired by his own urban style creations (Image:
Castlehead High School)

Instead, GSA set about arranging campus visits for pupils, with Gemma’s
appointment following soon after.

She spends the equivalent of two days a week working with Shona at GSA
developing creative strategies.

“What began in 2019 has grown arms and legs,” she says.

One success has been the introduction of an SCQF level 5 and level 6
Creative Thinking qualification.

Developed by Daydream Believers, each qualification is worth 24 SCQF
credit points and delivers a certificate credit rated by Edinburgh Napier

University detailing students’ level and overall grade.

Modules are designed to hone creative and critical thinking skills, with
focus on collaboration, communication, reflection and resilience.

Read more:

Thousands still attending crumbling and overcrowded schools

School vandalism repair costs hit £8 million in five years

Lenzie Academy cost rises to £138m amid contamination concerns

Calls made for blanket ban on mobile phones in schools

The courses form part of an expanded list of opportunities at the Paisley
school’s Art Department, which has ballooned from standard S1 to S3 Art &
Design courses and a single Higher class to offering an additional Higher
class, N4 and N5 Creative Industries - delivered by West College of Scotland
through the Minds of Young Artists (MOYA) programme - NPAs in Fashion,
Photography and Art and Design.

“The Creative Thinking courses are about preparing pupils for the world out
there,” Gemma adds.

“They’ve been developed through links with industry such as Lego and the
Ellen MacArthur Foundations and as teachers, we can decide which one a
specific class will enjoy.

“Seven pupils from S5 and S6 were involved the first year we ran it, now we
have 60.”

Within the technical department are expanded course options including
new NPA Jewellery and NPA Construction courses.

Visits from artists like Ross, Tannahill Makar and spoken word artist Shaun
Moore and Paisley art collective, Sculpture House, with representatives
from businesses who use design and creative approaches, offer pupils
inspiration and show how creativity is at the centre of many jobs, she adds.

A GSA-led 10-week programme also supports pupils developing art
portfolios while a lunchtime weaving club uses a Paisley Museum loom to
teach a skill interwoven with the town’s heritage.

Artist Ross Muir joins pupils and staff at Castlehead High School, Paisley (Image:
Castlehead High School)

The greatest evidence of the school’s creative streak, however, is the annual
Week of Creativity which typically involves 85% of the school's pupils in fun
events and workshops. Experiences range from shoe design, leather
working, fine art to architecture, printmaking, drama, sculpture and spoken
word.

“In the music department, they might work on escape room music,” says
Gemma. “And in maths, problem solving bingo.

“It’s a lot of work getting it set up, but it’s a different way of learning that
produces memorable experiences.”

It opens pupils' minds to different career paths too, she adds.

“GSA did workshops in architecture, and some pupils later said they were
going to apply to study architecture, even though they hadn’t considered it
before.

“It’s fine looking ‘architecture’ up online but if you’ve never really been
shown it or given the chance to see what it means, you might never try it.”

Read more:

e Fire-damaged B-listed villa in Paisley to be demolished
e Council has to find millions to repair defective schools
e Calls for exam changes over 'unfair' treatment of some pupils

Shona Paul, Head of Professional and Continuing Education at The Glasgow
School of Art, says: "It is a unique collaboration, not only in Scotland but
across the UK and is an equal and mutually beneficial partnership where
having a dedicated member of staff working between the School and the
GSA informs and supports the development of what we do as a higher
education institution across our widening participation and community
engagement activities. "

Since the GSA partnership, there have been over 750 additional enrolments
in creative courses, while of the 90 senior students who left school in 2013,
just under 15% opted to go on to study creative subjects.

It helps when one of Scotland’s coolest artists lends support.
Gemma invited Ross Muir, known for putting Van Gogh in an Adidas

tracksuit, to see how his work was inspiring pupils - he was so captured, he
has returned year after year.

Urban contemporary artist Ross Muir has given support to pupils at Castlehead High
School (Image: Castlehead High School)

“The work Castlehead art department is doing is nothing short of a miracle,
especially with the resources they have and challenges they face,” he says.
“They’re going that extra mile.

“Often the results aren’t immediate, but it’s these small acts that have such a
great impact over time on the bigger picture of life.”

Gordon Menzies, Castlehead high teacher, says: “Creativity lies at the very
core of countless opportunities available to our young people.

“It empowers our pupils to build confidence, embrace the joy of learning,
and ignite their motivation to succeed.

“It is amazing to see how the unique partnership like the one we have with
GSA can provide so many positive outcomes for our pupils.”
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